
'I'll E I l\DEI'ENIW,\'!' O~ st :,,1):'1'" 170lTravef 19 OCTOBER 2008 

ITakeafestive 
break (and crack 
the Chnstmas 
shopping, too) 

• 

Get ahead of the game and have some fun. Turn the 
present-buying chore into a holiday and fill their stockings 
with treats from a traditional market. saysSimone Kane 

•
 
•
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characters and its 17th-century build­
ings house craft shops. Head for Bla 
and DogANorwegian Centre for styl­
ish design and architecture markets, 
too . The tourist board is offering 
deals where two children stay free 
in their parents' room,and a Christ­
mas walk and Oslo Passes are part 
of the package (visit oslo.co rn), 

4 stay single onthe Rhine 
Leger is offer ing lo ne travellers the 
chance to explore the Christmas 
marke ts of the Rhine and Moselle 

1SeeLincoln Inluxury 
The biggest traditional Christmas 
market in Europe takes place in Lin­
coln from 4-7 December (lincoln. 
gov.uk.). Travel in style on a day trip 
from London on the Orient Express 
British Pullman to browse the 300 
stalls that transform the cobbled 
Uphill shopping area, selling qual­
ity handmade goods in ceramic, 
glass. wood, leather and wax, as well 
as gourmet gifts. The trip de parts 
London on 5 December and costs 
fro m £310 per person, including 
a bellini brunch and a four-course 
sup pe r with wine (0845077 2222; 
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orient-express.corn). 

2 Take to the water InVienna 
Shop for handmade toys in Vien- .![iIII"~ 
na's markets , then cruise along the 
river to the Slovakian capital, 
Bratislava, or the spa town of 
Baden, where more seasonal stalls 
groan wi th goodies. Voyages Jules 
Ver ne's Christmas Markets an d 
Music in Vienna tour abo takes in 
Beethoven's house, and offersaMozart 
lecture and a performance of Gypsy 
music. The trip departs Stansted on 
5 December and costs £549 per per­
son, based on two sharing, including 
return flights, four nights' full-board 
accommodation on MS Beethove n. 
transfers and all t;lXCS (()845 166 
7035; vjvcom). 

3 Get cultured InOSlo 
T here will be something for 
everyone at the seven markets 
that spring up in Oslo from late 
November. The Christmas Fair at 
the Museum ofCultural History sells 
homemade gifts, decorations and 
cakes,while the streets ofthe Baerums 
Vcrk area arc populated by fairy -tale 

valleys without having to payout a 
single supplement. Wander aro und 
the markets of Bernkastcl-Kucs, 
Cochem, Koblenz and Rudesheim 

in the last, life-size figures inhab­
it Eur ope's largest nativity scene 
and 120 stalls sell goods from 12 

.,......-MD<l countrics. Th e three-night Chr ist­
mas Markets of th e Rhine and 
Moselle Valley tour departs on 5 
December and costs from £.,65 per 

person, including coac h travel, half­
bo ard accommodation with one 
lunch and river cruise (0845458 5599; 
lcger breaks.info) . 

5 Follow traditionInAlsace 
Alsace in France is home to some of 
the oldest markets in Europe: the 
Christkindelsmarik, in its capitalStras­
bourg, dates from 1570. Visit from 25 
November and you'll be spoilt for 
choice with almost 100 authentic 
markets across the region to visit, 
which sell everything from jewellery 
and glass to spicy sausages. Head to 

Thann in the south and you can bag 
1,001 var ie ties of bredele, the loc al 
Chris tmas biscu it, for your festive 
table. Travel by Eurostar from Lon­
don to Strasbourg from £89 per per­
son return"(08705 186186; eurostar. 
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