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GLAMOROUSLUXURY 

LA RESIDENCIA 
LOCATION Overlooking the village01Dera. 40 rrunutes' 
dnve fromPalma. and fiveminutes'dnvefrom the coast 
CHARAC TERTwo16th- and17th-century manorhouses 
and twonewerbuildings form the heart of the hotel. 
Onent-Express bought thepropertyfromSirRichard 
Branson SIX yearsagoand spent m llions refurbishing it. 
addinga ne..... spaandeight"lramuotena" SUiteson the hill 
behindthe hoteLSixtypercentof theguestsareBntlshand 
chlldrenarepermitledonlyiritreschool tukJays(there's 
separate"qtJlet" pool foradults) 
ROOMS There are67 roomsandsuiles.each decorated 
n tradltlOnai MaJOrcan styfe(plusa dollopof poshhotel 
style),llovedmyTramuntana surte with plungepoorand 
terraceoverlooking tneVillageandthe mountainsbeyond 
but eventhe humblestroomsherearelovely (andfrom 
£202per night.not allthat humble). 
FOOD EI OI IVIQ IS the graoous fine-diningrestaurant, 
there'salsoa lessformalrestaurant. wherebreakfast IS 

served alfresco.pluspoolside dining: andyoucanorder 
snacks onthe lawnat the front of the hotel.Defa Itselfhas 
morethsn halfa dozenexcellentrestaurants.lnc!uding 
oneWIU, a Michelin star EsRac6 des Ieix (bookrng IS 
essentli'liin highseason), 
WEUKETIlelocation, the s1K:k service (J asked amember 
of staffabout the trainto Palma verymuchn passing and 
Wlthin mrutes atlmetabfewasdelivered to my room), the 
sheer lUXUry - andthe banonmobilephones Inpublrc areas. 
NOT SO KEEN Thewaythe "pop-up"television at theend 
of mybedwaspoppedupandswitchedonat turn-down 
(thoughI loved the sachetsof Guinotproducts that carne 
With the turn-downchocolates) 
ESSENTIALS 0034971539011;wwwroteHaresidenaa 
com: from1'202pernght; TrarroUntanasultes, [373-£712 

MA GGIE O'SULLIVAN 

GETTINGAROUND 
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It's worth hiringa car in Majorca: everywhere is within a couple 
: of hours'drive of the airport and the roadsareeasy to 
: negotiate [t hey're alsofull of other Brit ish visitors in hired cars 

soYOU're less likely to be tailgated or cut up at a roundabout by 
an irritated local than you are inmainland Spain). Allof the 
well·known car hire companiesare represented at Palma 
airport. One week's fully inclusive hire with HolidayAutos (0870 
400 0010; www.holidayautos.co.uk),for example, starts at E11 
per day In September and E12 per day in October. 

MO'S 
,........... = 

STAY
 

CHICBOUTIQUE 

L'AVINIDA HOTEL, SOll 
LOCATION This namboyantly restoredmerchant's to\'In 
houseIS In abusystreet nearthe centreof the 
picturesque town of Soller, on the Island's north-west 
coast, around 40 minutes'drivefrom Palma. 
CHARACTER Originally built byapupilof GaucH, L'Avenlda 
hasbeenlavishly transformedinto aneight-bedroom 
boutiquehotel ThesortofplaceIntenordesigners might 
go onhoneymoon 
ROOMS Theeight roomsandSUites arespaciousand 
theatrical. Withblack, shinywooclen floors. blackglass 
chanrJeliers hangingfromornate plastered ceilings, 
startlinglyboldwallpapers, funkycowhidechairs, . 
blackleatherbedsandvast but austerePhilippe 
Starckbathrooms 
FOOD ThehotelhasIts ownchc bistro,but thegreat treat 
isto take the seven-mrote tram ridedi:mnto the port, 
whichISlinedwilh restaurantsandbars 
WELIKE The large but rnrurnalist bathroomanddouble 
shower Also. the Sizable SWimming poolsurrounded by 
lemontreesin thebackcourtyard, charmingly 
overlooked by houses so onedoesn't feelcut off from 
the sounds of locallife 
NOT SO KEEN Four enor'T\Ol !Spla~er cupids picked 
oulln black,aimingtheirarrows et n~ an night fl'Or'l 
rheceilmg 
ESSENTIALS 0034 971 534075;www.averuda-botel 
com doublesfrom £139 per "lIght 
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I GRAN HOTEL SON NIT I 

LOCATION Twentymnutes' dnveInlandfrom Palma. I 
overlooking the smalltown of PUlgpunyent.I CHAR ACTER Themagnificent fincadatesfrom the 

I 
I 17th century andwasmost recentlyrenovated In I 

199B,Stone-flagged floorsandrustc beamscombine 
wth opulent furnishings andcontemporarydesign. 
Terraces leaddwm to the 0001 overlooking the 
woodedslopesof avalley, 

OOMS Each of the 31 roomsIS individually styled, 
rangingfrom the enormousGrand suites,WithIuxunous 
marblebathrooms, to cosyroomslooking onto the 
courtyard. Thenewterraceroomsandcottages lackthe 
cheracterof thosein the mainbUilding. ­
FOOD TheoldolivepresshasbeenconvertedIntothe 
sophisticated Oleum restaurant, thoughwepreferredthe 
low-key,alfrescoEIGazebo, whichoffers simpledishes 
freshfrom the market 
WELIKE Thearl MarcChagall,Frank Stella, David 
HackneyandAndyWarholalongside objetsthat owner 
DaVId Steinhascollectedon hs travels. ,....ndthe styleof 
tt,e place- ever ywnereareeleganceandserenity.and 
even dumg the school holidays it neverseemscrowded, 
NOTSOKEENTI-e rrm ofpcdside cabai'ias. which haveto 
be reset\'c'd (ar) IcastaboutnO} Irialuxury hotel you ooot 
expect to feelthatyw core fromthe ...i1tr1g sideof the pod. 

SSENTIALS 0034 971 147000; wwwsoonet.es: from 
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DUNCAN 

THE CAWDOR, 
CARMARTHENSIDRE 

_ 
: a ttention. that's far more th an in 
: previous years. and between 

them th ere 's someth ing lor 
everyo ne. even ly spread among 
the mountainous north. the south 
and the west. 

The best ar c brilliant. and 
when it comes to food, they 
understand that much-abused 
phrase "locally sourced" better 

'rn watching Welsh hotels 
with great interest. Although 
there arc probably no more 
than 50 in the countrv that 
art~ worthy of special' 

than many of their English 51RVICE: 1f 'it ~ • " i counterparts. Generally speaking, I Charming recept ionist on my visit , ! 
they tire cheaper. too. That feeling 
of ha ving just been robbed when 
it comes to paying the bill is far 
less likely to occur in a town 
beginning with two " F's. 

Among Welsh hotels I'm happy 
to recommend. there are flash y 
spa resorts, basic mo untain inns. 
romantic restaurants-with­
rooms, peaceful country houses 
and flamboyant seafront villas, 
Here in Llandcilo (and in 
Swansea . at its s is ter 
es ta blishment. Morgans) I 
d iscover that the affordable, 
contemporary tOW1Iho tel , as 
invented bv Hotel du Vin and 
much copied, is also represented, 

Affordable it most certai nly is, 
even by the standards of a place 
with two "I"s. It stands in the 
centre of tile town which itself 

. stands in tile midd le of the 
: coun try, making it a useful base. 

• : nul just for the Brecon Beacons 
: on its doors tep, bUI for both 
: Pembrokcshire an d Cardigan 
: Bay, The river Towey flows un der 
: its old stone bridge, and 0 11 

: through a val ley of diverse an d 
lovely lands cap es. 

Like the bridge. Th e Cawdor 
has a his tory. Painted deep red . 
it's been a hotel since Georgian 
Li mes. when po liticians and 
no tables ga thered in its large 
gro und tloor assembly room. now 
the hotel's res taurant, for dinner 
and entertainment. 

Since Morgans ton k over three 
yea rs ago. the bedrooms have 
been refurbished in chunky 
contem porary s tyle, all wood and 
sla te and flat screen televisions. 
but each with its own fabric and 
colou r. Beds are exce llent, with 

I attractive throws. All 23 are 
pictured and des cribed on the 
hotel's excellent website . 

I
, Prices. including full breakfast, 

depend on size: two cost as litt le 
as £65 ; most are £ 100 or £ 125, , 
with a huge top -floor suit e the : 
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ROOMS .. "... ! 
All arewelldisplayedonthe i

I website so you can seejust whet ! 
you'llget minimal extras I 

, 

I 

E154De night. I-_.~.P~ c~ ~ill e_n~_--l _ 
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but ahands-off feelgenerally II 
CHARACTER • • .. I

I Historic building,but t he litt le ; 
atmosphere after the makeover I 

OD & DRINK ** * • ! 
Average:good starter,dullmain j 
course;unimaginative breakfast i 
buf fet j 

. VAW! FOR MON£Y • * : 
I! Despite the negat ives.prices are I 

! fair and affordable I 

IL_-_ --- --.­ J 

Imost expensive at £200. I've :

Iknown rooms of similar quali ty
 
I cost nearly do uble these rates .

I So. it's good value. but that
 
: doesn't mean to say it's perfect.
 , 
, Despite some channi ng , ,individual mem ber s of staff.The 

Cawdor, I felt, lacked the personal

Itouch. It seems like an operation 
(whi ch. of course. it is. but reallv 

Igood hotels don't give that away). 
The dining room. alb eit original. 
is cavernous an d felt empty with 
only a few gu ests. Breakfast in 
The Bistro. a drab brown 
anteroom. was a lis tless affair, 

In short. you 'll get plenty for 
your poun d at The Cawdo r, but 
not in the way of personality. 

I • Rhosmaen Street, Lla ndeilo (0800 : 
1 988 3002; umno.thecatodor. com). 

Doubles from £65- L'200 per night, 

I
I includ inq breakfast. Olle specia llu 

adapted room f or {fll ests w i th 
disa bilit ies. 

I More UK hotel reviews
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