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WELL CHUFFED
 
As more of us take to the railways fOI­

our holidays (to avoid the hell of 

airports and to remindourselves of the 

pleasures travel lingcan bring), Tropical 

Locationsoffers entire train itineraries 

in India, For those who enjoy living like 

a maharajah, there is the Palace on 

Wheels through RaJ8stllan; for 

beach-lovers, the Deccan Odyssey 

route runs ttlrough Maharashtra to 

Goa, while the Golden Chariot takes in 

theWOI-ld Heritage site of Hampi on 

theway. For the purest cenery, it has 

to be the hill train rout . on the 

narrow-gaugetrack through the 

mountains and teaplantations of 

Darjeeling. Further details: 0845 277 

3310, \fIfWN. tropical-Iocations.com 

DIRECTORY
 

HOTE WATCH 
Copacabana Palace Hotel 
Rio de Janeiro•
Location the broad AvenueAtlantica 

separates ttl C hotel from tile sweeping 

sandsof cooacaoonabeachand its 

black-and-white mosaic promenade, 

We like It isobvious why Ullratravel 

readers rated tllis their favourite South 

American hotel: anelegant ann relaxed 

cnvronrnent and a oelightful retreat from 

Hlo's frenetic streets.The dazzling white 

nco-classical facade, dating from tile 

19205, is a reminder at the city's goldp.n 

age - as is its interior, with cavernous 

public areas of marble andgranite. TIle 

hotel hasa hospitality areaon copacobara 

beach,with towels, drinks and,most 

importantly, safe keeping of possessions. 

Not so keen It is difficult to find fault. but 

the ooor is in shade during tile winter and 

there was a faint smell of synthetic lemon. 

The rooms There are222 becroorns and 

suites, 147 of which a e In the main 

buudlng: the remainder are in tile 

Tower IiYing. HIe roomsvary, the sea-facing 

suitesbeing the most desirable and the 

smaller Tower Wing rooms tile least. 

other guests TIle copacabana has 

hostedkings, Queensand headsof state. 

Previous guests include Mick Jagger, The 

Supremes ami Bing Crosby.TOCJilY, there is 

the usual mix of well-heeled Europeans 

and North and south Americans 

The food and drink There are t\NO 

excellent restaurants: the light, airy and 

relaxed Pl'ngula, with a poolside terrace; 

and the more formal and discreet Hotel 

• 

Cipriani, the gastronomic flagship serving
 

northern Italian cuisine by Francesco
 

Carli, formerly of theVenice Cipriani.
 

The details Avenida At l ~n tica,
 

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil (00 55 21 2548 7070,
 

wwwcopacabanapalacc.corn)
 

PICASSO ORIGINAL
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A JET - FOR A FRACTION OF THE COST
 

White most of us are crossing 

off the words "private jet" 

from our Christmas lists, cozens 

of the three million or so 

millionaires in Europe are 

merely aelding thewords 

"perhaps shared?" to theirs 

That Is the nope of 36-year-olej 

JonathanBreeze, CEO of Jet 

Republic,who has just put in 

a $1.5 billion order for the largest 

private Learjet 60XRfleet ever 

made. in preparation for the first 

flights in October 2009. 

Althougtl other business airline 

companies (S ilverjet, Maxjet and 

[os) havenosedveo in the face of 

recession, Breeze is confiden 

that Jet Republic will tap into 

a super-rich market forwhom 

time IS extremely valuable. 

"As more airlinesCUI their 

smaller. less-prontable 

routes, that is when people 

will need us," he asserts. 

"Thekindsof peonlo we are 

talking about ilre already 

working 60or 80 hours a week. 

and need to get aoour qulckly" 

Because the aircraft arecustom­

made for Jet Republic, they 1'1111 all 

include the samelevel of fittings 

and service: hot food, fresn 

espressos, a multi-lingual air 

steward,dockingfor iPod music 

and entertainment systems,Wifi 

access and also a concierge 

service on standby.That, Breeze 

hopes,will put Jet Republic on 

a level above Netjets, the 

company's biggest rival, and 

persuade people to buy fractions 

of the jets at a starting price of 

$875,000. TIle alternative to 

owning a fraction isa Private Jet 

Card - Wll ich buys blocks of hours 

(from C130,OOO for 25 hours In 

a six-sealer). Breeze is confident 

there is no shortage of potentlal 

clients:"TIl is is not about 

ostentatious luxury," he says, 

confidently. "If your family usuatlv 

travels in business class on 

Iluliday, Ihengetting aJet isn't that 

much more expensive.What you 

have to remember is that.even in 

aneconomic meltdown, there are 

still a lot of successful people out 

there - andtlleyneed to get 

places." More information: 020 

7959 6772,w'NN.jetrepublic.com 
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