
But if you don't want to walk. taxis 

and Thai-style tuk tu ks arc abun­

dam , K10 ,0 0 0 is the standard rate 

for the latter, no matte r the d is­

ranee. If the dr iver tr ies to charge 

you more, bargain hard, G reen 

Discovery (www.grccndiscovcry­

laos.com) is one of dozens of local 

travel agencies along Sisavangvo ng 

Road that oilers guided day trips 

into the city's hinterland . Boat trips 

to the [[mo us Pak O u Caves run 

aboiu S75 per perso n, 

to: stay there Luang 

Pragang is blessed with dozen s of 

back packer hostel s, moderately 

priced guest hou ses, and tw o luxu ­

ry boutiq ue hotels. But he Iorc­

warned that dur ing the to urist 

high season (Novembe r-Janua ry) 

it's aw fully dillicuh 10 book rooms 

in th e better estab lishme nt s. 

Perched on a wood en hi llside on 

the outskirts of the centra l city, 

the posh Residence Phou Vao 

(w w w .res id en eephouvao .com ) 

blends trad ition al Lao architect ure, 

rosewood Iurnishings, and modern 

ame nities, Many of the .)6 roo ms 

boast balconies with sw eepi ng 

views of the city and Mekon g 

val ley. C loser to town is 

the Maison Souvan napho urn 

(www.co lourso Etngsa na .eo m!so u ­

vannap ho urn), in .I villa that once 

belonged 10 Lao's crown pr incc. 

Am ong its more enticing lc.uurcs 

are .I rom.mric French-Lao rcsrau­

ran t overloo king the pool and .I 

luxu ry spa housed in billow y 

w hite tent s in the gard en. O n the 

cheaper side is the Is -room T bree 

Nagas (wwwjnagas.corn) not I~ r 

[rom the roya l palace and the 

major temples. 

to: see and do Don't expect 

w ild and crazy nightl ife in a town 

full of monks . But that's not to say 

you can't down a cold brew or two 

aro und su nset in the ope n-air 

b.lr!cafes along the Mekong. Pass an 

evening attendi ng .1 performance of 

the old Royal Ballet at (he National 

Dance TheatCl' on the gro unds of 

the old palace. 


