
~ 

" 

much animal magic going on 
around you IS beyond me. 

Philip Austin 
The Bath AnTIs (01985844 
308, www.bathanns.co,uk) 
costs from £85 for bed and 
breakfast. rtckets to Longleat 
safari Park range from £8­
£12. see www.Jongleat.co.uk. 

Other wildlife parks... 
• West Midland SafarI and 
leIsure Park, Worcestershire, is 
home to the only pride of white 
lions in the UK. It also features an 
educational discovery trail covering 
areas of the animal kingdom (www. 
wmsp.co.uk). 

• Exmoor Zoo. Bamstaple, 
features many large and small 
animal enclosures inClUding 
cheetah, wolves and a black 
leopard (WWW.exmOOf200.CO.Uk). 
• Highland Wildlife Park, 
Kincraig. Kingussie, Inverness­
shire, offers a taste of the big chill. 
The park features Mercedes the 
polar bear plus other aOlmals from 
the world's mountain and tundra 
regions as well as many indigenous 
animals of the UK highlands (www. 
highlandwildlifepark.org) . 

shores of the UK. Nothing 
could have prepared me for 
thiS unpredictable, 
enchanting place where the 
ammals make the rules and 
are free to roam around their 
huge enclosures. 

We, on the other hand, had 
to stick to the marked-out 
trail. being careful to give way 
to any antelope, camels or 
giraffes who cared to cross 
in front of us. 

Passing rhino, deer and 
wolves, we snaked our way 
round to the monkey 
enclosure (only advisable if 
you don't mind the cheeky 
bligllters trying to steal your 
windscreen wipers, or 
anything else that isn't 
securely held down) before 
finding ourselves in front 
of a large electric gate, I'll 
never forget the sight that 
greeted us on the other side: 

tigers play-tightmg in the 
middle of the road that I 

few pounds as you 
sample irresistible 
dishes - from 
Arbroath smokies and 
porridge with a secret 

ingredient (a wee dram) 
for breakfast. to Aberdeen 

Angus and succulent River 
Tay salmon for dinner, 

On two of our nights the 
dinners were formal, so my 
husband Malcolm and I 
togged up and got to know 
our fellow travellers. We were 
21 in total. from as far afield 
as Australia, Canada and the 
US, and by the end of the 

was about to steer my car 
down. Signs at the sides of 
the road Instructed us to 
make sure our Windows 
were fUlly closed, although 
I don't thmk we really 
needed telling. 

The safari continued. past 
two prides of magnificent 
lions, towards Longleat 
House, a gloriously restored 
16th-century bUilding. home 
to the seventh Marquess of 
Bath and open to the public. 

From there. we made 
our way to the kids' zone 
where you can handle a 
menagerie of animals 
including big, scary, hairy 
spiders. Next we climbed 
on the waterbus. which 
took us to the sea lions 
and hippos. Then it was 
time to pay longleat's 
oldest reSIdent a VIsit, Nico 
the gorilla, To our surprise, 
Nico is the proud owner of 
his very own TV and satellite 
dish. Apparently. his favourite 
show is Sponge80b 
SquarePants ­ although 
why you would want to glue 
yourself to the telly with so '.""---Ci

Once aboard we 
were ushered into 
the plush, Edwardian-
styled observation car to 
sip champagne and mingle 
before being shown to our 
mahogany-panelled State 
Room, complete with cosy 
beds and dressing table. 

If the carriages are the last 
word in elegance, the food 
more than lives up to the 
setting. Prepare to put on a 

ornaments 
and furniture 
were brougllt 
over from Rajasthan by the 
owner, including magnificent 
four-poster beds). 

We had decided to devote 
the follOWing day to longleat 
Safan Park and, as we drove 
through the towering gates of 
the 900-acre estate, it felt 
like being transported on to 
the set of Jurassic Park. 

longleat is the brainchild of 
Jimmy Chipperfield, an ex­
circus performer who wanted 
the public to see the animals 
of East Africa in something 
as close to their natural 
environment as possible. As 
Chipperfleld promised, this 
really is the closest you'lI get 
to the Plains of the Serengeti 
without leaving the 
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A lone PiPer led us along the 
platform to the gleaming 
coaches of the Royal 
Scotsman. Historically the 
sound of war, here the 
pipes heralded the start of 
a three-nigllt holiday on this 
luxurious train on the West 
Higiliand Une, beginning at 
Edinburgll's Waverley station 
and taking in Wemyss Bay, 
loch lomond and Fort 
William. 

With dappled sunshine 
streaming through the trees, 
I breathed in the fresh air 
from our open windows as 
we wound down the hill to 
the Quaint English village of 
Homingsham. My gjrlfnend 
lOUise and I had opted to 
take our annual holiday a little 
closer to home and it all felt a 
far cry from the usual frantic 
check-in at the airport. 

We were heading for the 
Bath Arms, a boutique B&B 
and pub set in the grounds . 
of Lord Bath's magnificent 
Longleat Estate. Minutes 
after our arrival we were 
cosied up on the battered 
leather sofas. pint of 
Somerset Scrumpy in hand, 
taking in the sumptuous, 
Quirky surroundings (the 
hotel's wonderful array of 
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lnyone. 

John Bovill 
'age costs 
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J.uk or call 
7.­


