ALFA ROMEO RETURNS: TEST-DRIVING THE NEW 8C COMPETIZIONE

Plus
CUSTOM CLOTHES & HELICOPTERS BY HERMES
CONTEMPORARY CARIBBEAN VILLAS

EXOTIC ASIAN JEWELRY
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First class reaches new heights; clothing that can break @ bicycelist’s fall.

LONGUE VACATION © On the
Caribbean islind of Saint Martin, one of
the most pleasancly deserted beaches lies
an the Bale Longue. Since 1973, the La
Samanna resart (wwwlasimanna,com) hos
accupied 55 acees aveclaoking this beach,
Tesemnbling a Greok seaside village, the
property feamres a whitewashed ntaln build-
ing and 15 smaller anas that contain a tatal
of 81 roanss. Orienc-Express Hotels, which
scquired che osort in 1996, has added a spa,
2 Pilates studio, a fimess cencer, boutiques,
and other facilities. Just to the enst of the

sesort, on a small biuf above the beach, dhe
company is building eight four-room villas
that will share the resorc's Mediterranean
look. The villas, offered for about 87,3 mil-
Tion wach, should be completed by the cnd
of this year. ...

CLASS ACTS ** Cathay Pacific Alrways.
(www.cathaypacific.com) has made a trip
froum dhe Uniited Stares to Chinia much more

contfartable—dare we say, even enjoy-
able. O a fiest-class Might From New Yorl's
Jahn F Kennedy Inteenational Alrport to
Hong Kong (priced at about $24,000), the
seats fold down to creace a bed more tian

6.5 feet long and 3 feet wide. You can ‘
choose from more than 50 fearure flms |
and TV programs to watch on an adjuse
able, 17-inch sereen. And dhe airkine pro-
vides made-to-order meals, with unlimited
quipped
with & massage Finction, to cnsure that you

caviar, at any time, The scats o

wll as entertained, rested,
- Obemi Tiotels & Resorts |

are relased as
and well Fed.

(www.oberathorels.com) offers 1 way o
see Trulin s style: privates guided tours with
Oberoi property at
and 22-dey India in
Laury exeursions, which range in price from

accommodation

each stop The 9=, 1

aboue $7,600 to $17,200 per person, take

| place on daces diat you chonse. Destinations

inclode the Taj Mahal, che Jagdish Temple
at Udaipur, end Jaipus, the “Pink Ciey of
India,” famous for its ancient pink lime-

pluster stenctures. . . .

STIFF RESISTANCE
company Spyder (www.spyder.cam) hax
introduced body armor for bicycliscs. The
Fabric nsed to make the Spyder Freerydo d30
Aratored Top (5350) and Ultimate Chamols
Short ($270) contains molecules that flow
when you move but lock together on

The skiwear

impace, providing some protection in

wipeout ot eollision. Chce the pressure is

lifted, the fabric again beeomes sofi. [

conrusTons: Bt Amderson,
Laley 8. Maveard, Brent Buftirworih,
Aiclugel Scln 3

SELECT SMOKE + Recommended additions to your humidor.

IGERO TOBACCO cormes from the
top leaves of o tabacco plant, which
have the strongest favar. Juse a bic

uf this twhacca adds considerable power to
any blend, 504 ¢

at lbeled “double figero”
miglt seem Intimidating. Rest assured,
chough, that the La Flor Daminicana Double
Ligero "A" cames ies substantial gquantily of
tigere with milder Dominican leaves and.
& mellow wrapper grown from Sumaman.
seeds in Eeuador, The result is a taste that,

while undeniably heavy, remains balanced
and smooth thraughout the cigar’ 9-inch

Lengeh. (S180 foc o box of 10) wwwaflor

dominicana,com

CIGARS MUST BE STORED at roughly
70 porcent hurmidi
i more humid, they are
imald; if loss, theit wrappers may crack.
“The homidification elements that come

with most humidars almosc never provide

a consistent cnvironment, because they dry
out quickly between refills. One exceptian
is the Cigar Oasis XL, which maincains per-
fect humidiry for months on a single refill.
When hurnidicy drops below 70 percent.

the device' internal fan activaces aucomati-
cally co spread maoisture from a small tank
holding distilled water. The XL, which you
can plug into an cudet ar power with a
battery, will fit inside almost any humidor.

(5119) www.clgroasis.com
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