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THE movie star treatment 

begins the moment we step 
off the plane into the 

Caribbean heat. 
Be ngmet on the tarmac by a VIP 

greeter who gets us 'Y~ved th~ough 
customs and into waiting taxis before 
we've even shed our winter coats , it 
becomes clear we've stumbled into the 
luxury side of the Cari bbean . . 

St Martin and St Barthelemy, two ISlands 
in the French West Indies. are favourites 
with the stars . 

We're beginning our holiday in St 
Martin and by visiting the island we are 
following in the footsteps - if not actually 
rubbing shoulders with - the likes of 
Jennifer Lopez and Naomi Campbell. 

It' also a popular destination with 
couples and our firs t hotel. La Samanna, 
has been listed in the top 10 honeymoon 
spots in the world over the p~st few years. 

With white wine on ice, Iruit baskets , 
hammocks strung between palm trees and 
a long sweep of golden beach and azur~ 
sea only a coconut's throw from my suite, 
the only thing missing was a love-struck 
new husband 0 share it with . 

La Samanna is qui e u small scale resor t 
with a number of rooms lining the beach, 
as well as 12 rooms above the restaurant 
that look ou t over the bay. . 

There is, of course, more a St Martin 
than beaches and palm trees and we 
managed to tear ourselves away from the 
sand long enough to visit Marigot, the 
capital of the French part of the island, 
which is divided in two, between the St 
Martin of France and St Maarten, which 
is part of the Dutch Antilles. . . 

Mar lgot is a pretty t wn reminiscent of 
New Orleans' French Quarter, with a 
market largely catering for tour ists and a 
wide variety of res taurants. 

If t Martin is alliaidback style, St Barts 
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i obvious chic, and the smaller islan is 
that little bit more exclusive. Flights take
15 minutes to reach St Barts. 

The streets of Gustavia - the island's . 
capital - are lined with GUCCI and Cartier 
stores. 

The island itself is very small. Wetook a 
drive around the whole place ill a couple 
of hours with plenty of tops,. Despite 
thts St Barts is worth exploring. 

"With enough planning, anything can be 
arranged " one of our hosts said. 

He was right although standin g in the 
arrivals hall of th e Airport on a cold 
morning. my slightly larger waistline and 
a bottle of rum in my bag were the only 
signs that the \ hole trip had b en 
anythi g more than a very good dream. 
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> Emily Beaumont was a guesl ofGreat 
Hotels f the World and Air France A r 
France flIghts vIa Pans.and also from 
Manchester start from £503 in low season 
and £586 in Ihe high eason. Inlormallon 
from Air France on 0870 1424343 or online 
at www.alrfrance com 
> Contact Great Hotels of the World on 
0800 032 4254 or www.ghotw.com 
:> Operators to La 5amanna on st Martin 
Include Elegan Resorts which offers seven 
nights' B&B In a Deluxe Ocean View room In 
20071rom £1660, Incl BA flights trom 
Gatwlck and prfvata cartransfers. RegIonal 
returns from Manchester start at £65 per 
person. Contact Elegant Resorts Caribbean 
on012448975t6 r vlslt 
www.elegamresorts.co.uk. 
> or seven nights at the Hotel Carl Gustat 
on 5t arts. Wlmco International offers 
retur II ghts from £858.80 ex-Manchester, 
contact 0870 850 1144 or www.wlmco com 


