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's 
los world 
Holidayingin Burma is contentious but 
there are powerful argumentsforgoing 
BY WENDY OOMERSAL L 

N xrv YEARS AS A T RAVEL 
writer I confess I've been spoilt. 
I've marvelled at India's Taj Mahal, 
Egypt's G reat Pyramids,Jordan 's 
ancient rock city of Petra and 

China's aston ishin g Terracotta Army 
in Xian. T hey all take some beating. 
Yet there I was actually squealing ­
"T hat's amaz ing, unb elievable, just 
look at that one!" - at one of the most 
extraordinary sights I have ever seen . 
What's mor e, until I'd arrived in rhe 
south-east Asian country of Myan mar 
- still al: 0 known as Bur ma - I had 
never even h .ard about it. 

Bagan, fir t capital of the Burmese 
empire tha t th rived from the 11th to 
the 13th centu ry, is predominantly a 

Novice monks 
visit the 
Shwedagon 
Pagoda In 
Yangon 

plain, baked naked by heat , with little 
vegetation. What it does have, though, 
are 2,000 orn ate, red-b rick pagodas, 
littl e ones and big towering edifices, 
some multi-layered, many with golden 
dom es shimme ring in the sun. It 's 
astonishing. And to think, in its heyday 
there were 13,000 pagodas and srupas. 
Tolkein himself could hardly have 
imagined a more other-worldly land ­
scape, a fantasy world where to spot a 
centaur, a giant or some oth er supe r­
natural cr eature wouldn't be a surprise. 

And giants there are ap lenty, of the 
statue variety, at least. Step inside the 
best pagodas and you' ll see huge, beau­
tiful golden Buddhas, dozens of them, 
sitt ing serenely in their individual 
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