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The Good Doctor 
{Atlantic Books, 
£7.99} 
by Damon Gatgut 
Ataut, eerie, 
and intense tale 
ofthe dashed 
hopes of post­
apartheid 
South Africa. 

the UK where he fell in 
love with an English 
girl and caused a 
political crisis. 

£7,99) by laurens 
van der Post 
One ofthe 20th Century's 
great explorers' fascinating 
attempt to capturethe 
Kalahari Bushmen's wayof 
life and the secrets oftheir 
ancient heritage. 

5eretse And Ruth 
(Tafelberg. £14.95) 
by Wilf and Trish Mbanga 
5eretse Khama, the first 
democratic president of 
Botswana, studied law in 

Finch-Hatton - defined an 
era ofcolonial Africa. 

Bob..... time (Abacus, 
£7.99) by Will Randall 
Randall takes a group of 
football-crazy schoolboys 
to play matches at 
neighbouring schools, 
some of which tum out to 
be 100 miles away. 
Wonderful and amusing. 

The Lost World OfThe 
Kalahari (Vintage Classics, 
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Indulge yourself in a fabulous 
spa treatment at }11ercure 

with rooms from £45* 
Spa Naturel are the exclusive health and fitness clubs 

at Mercure Hotels 

www.mercure-uk.comlautumnbreaks 
or call us on 0871 663 0633 

·Rates are per room per night - based on a one night stay, room only and are
 
subject to avaJlability. Visit www.mereure-uk.comlauturmbreaks lor
 

terms and conditJons.
 

Mercure 

Because everyone's different 

Surprising 
Prices 

7nlS HB fr 6S 
Steigenberger, EI Gouna 7nlS BB fr 39 

EI Wekala.Taba Heights 7nts AI fr S9 

Radi..on SAS. Shann el Sheikh 7nlS BB fr 

Renaissance.Shann el Sheikh 7nlS BB frf. SS 

7nts BB frf. 

Mobility 
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Give your life a lift® 

-FREE 
home trial 

-Rentorbuy 
-Nextday 

installation 
available 

- Open 7 days 
-Newor 

reconditioned 

- Slimline 
fold-away desi 

Why move when
 
you already live i
 
the home you love?
 
FREE DVDNIDEO AND INFORMATION PACK 

CAlL US NOW ON FREEPHONE 

0800 1919 19
 

down over the tops of the trees. 
You would think a visit to the bushlime 
never comes any better than this.hout 
But it does. There is dinner. Many tof 

of the safari lodges pride them­
ed selves on the table that they man­

age to keep even in the remotest 
lOOk spots. The Orient Express lodges 
!y have a highly trained chef, Bruce 
ners Giles, who runs the catering at 

all three camps. Bruce, a young 
go South African who worked in 

France and Spain before returning ned. to Africa, does wonders withles 

1m 
st ­

I;Carrier (0161 491 7610, www.carrier.co.ukl 
offers afive-night itinerary from £2,760 with 
two nights at Khwai River Lodge, two nights 
at Eagle Island Camp and one night at 
Savute Elephant Camp. The price includes 

lly 

~ all meals,drinks (excluding premiumcon importsl, laundry,game-viewing activities, 
return BA flights in World Traveller class from 
London to Johannesburg, return flights one. 
Air Botswana from Johannesburg to Maun 

was and all inter-eamp air transfers. 
nch.' 
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warthog stew and crocodile steaks 
but he also caters for the less 
adventurous palate. 

UT IT is not only the 
offerings on the menu 
that are unusual here; 
how many chefs have 
to get into a small 
plane and fly a hun­

dred miles to get fresh supplies if 
they run out ofsomething? 
Leaving Khwai, I went to what I 

think is the jewel in the Orient 
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Express crown, Eagle Island Camp, 
which is on an island in the delta 
itsel( It is said this camp has the 
most romantic bar in the world - a 
claim I would certainly agree with. 
From the landing strip nearby, 

you then travel to the camp in a 
canoe, taken through the reeds at 
a pace which is perfecr for watch­
ing birds, hippos and even croco­
diles who can occasionally be seen 
gliding underneath your very seat. 
This is a peace that surely passes 

all understanding; a peace that 

comes from being in Eden, 
among friendly people who want 
only to help you see the heart ­
breaking beauty of this special 
place - their land. 
You return. You luxuriate in the 

shower. More sundowners are 
served. The towering trees and 
undergrowth close in just as the 
skies above open up to acre upon 
acre of constellations. And sud­
denly the daily world, with all its 
noise and bustle and trials, seems 
so very far away. And it is. 
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