I SEPENDENT

avelle

SATURDAY 3 JANUARY 200944

On track

All aboard the Eastern
& Oriental Express

Travel tips for 2009 - 48 Hours in CAPE TOWN - Ski school in COLORADO
Spa retreats in IRELAND- My Life in Travel by JAMES MAY
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itarian main railway termi-
nus in the scheduled 66 hours
- or, in our case, at all.

The train paused at But-
terworth longer than usual,
enough for a trishaw tour of
Penang’s capital, which
served to whet the appetite
for sights such as the Khoo
Kongsi temple, the moss-
covered old British cemetery,
Fort Cornwallis and the is-

land’s spice gardens. And
then our northbound express
became southbound: as the
current Foreign Office trav-
eladvice indicates, southern
Thailand is in even more po-
litical disarray than the rest
of the country, and it was con-
sidered unwise to cross the
border:. So our trainretraced
the route back through the
towns, plantations and
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Getting there

Abercrombie & Kent

(0845 618 2214; abercrombie
kent.co.uk) offers the Oriental
Train Journey trip from £3,235
per person. The price includes
return British Airways flights
from Heathrow to Singapore,
returning from Bangkok (or
vice versa), two nights' B&B at
Raffles Singapore, two nights’
full board onthe trainin a
Pullman compartment, three
nights’ B&B at The Oriental
Bangkok, transfers and
sightseeing in Bangkok.

‘ Singapore is served by BA
(0844 493 0787, ba.com),
Singapore Airlines (0844 800
2380; singaporeair.co.uk) and
Qantas (0845 774 7767;
gantas.co.uk) from Heathrow;
Singapore Airlines also flies
from Manchester. Bangkok is
served from Heathrow by BA,
Qantas, Thai Airways (0870
606 0971; thaiairways.co.uk)

and Eva Air (020-7380 8300;

evaaircom).

Staying there

| Raffles Singapore, 1Beach

wilderness of western
Malaysia, and across the
causeway once again to Sin-
gapore: not somuch AtoB
as A to A on the E&O.

After I returned home, I
happened to hear Paul Ther-
oux onthe radio. “Luxury;” he
said, “is the enemy of chser-
vation.” Perhaps the E&O
journey would not suit his
purposes. For the rest of us,

Road, Singapore (0065 4
6337 1886; raffles.com).
The Oriental Bangkok,
48 Oriental Avenue,
Bangkok, Thailand (00 66 2
659 9000; mandarinoriental.
comy/bangkok).

More information

Singapore Tourism: 020-7484

2710; visitsingapore.com.
Tourism Malaysia: 020-7930
7932; tourism.gov.my.
Tourist Authority of Thailand:
0870900 2007;
tourismthailand.co.uk.

however, armed not with
notebooks but with suitcas-
es weighed down by eagerly
anticipated reading - the Far
East fiction of Maugham and
Burgess, Alec Waugh's “biog-
raphy” of Bangkok, J G Far-
rell’s The Singapore Grip, say
- it is a fulfilling, inspiring,
sepia-tinged voyage. The E&O
captures a different, more
gracious, age of the train.
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