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LUX 
ONTHE 
LINE· 
A joumey aboard the Eastern & Oriental 
Express from Singapore to Bangkok is a 
chance to recapture the glory days of 
rail travel, as Sholto Byes discovers 
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The train paused at But­
te rwor th longer than usual, 
enough for a trishaw tour of 
Pen an g's capit al, which 
served to whet the appet ite 
for sights such as the Khoo 
Kongsi temple, t he mOS1;­

covered old British cemetery. 
Fort Cornwallis and the is­

land 's spice gardens. And 
thenour northbound express 
became southbound: us the 
current Foreign Ollice trav­
el advice indicates,southern 
Th ailand is ineven more po­
litical disarray than the rest 
ofthe countrv,and it was con­
sidered unwise to cross the 
border. So our train retraced 
the route back through the 
towns, plantati ons an d 

TRAVELLER'S GUIDE 
Gettingthe:- --~S i nga~re is se~ed by BA 
Abercrombie &Kent 
(084561 8 2214;abercrombie 
kentco.uk)offers the Oriental 
Train Journey tripfrom £3,235 
perperson.Thepriceincludes 
return British Airwaysflights 
from Heathrow to Singapore, 
returningfrom Bangkok(or 
viceversa),two nights' B&B at 
Raffles Singapore, two nights' 
full board on the trainin a 
Pullmancompartment, three 
nights' B&B at TheOriental 
Bangkok. transfers and 
sightseeing inBangkok. 

(0844 493 0787;bacom), 
Singapore Airlines (0844 800 
2380; singaporeair.co.uk) and 
Qantas (0845 774 7767; 
qantas.co.uk) from Heathrow; 
Singapore Airlines also flies 
from Manchester. Bangkok is 
served from Heathrow by BA, 
Qantas,Thai Airways (0870 
606 0911; thaianways.co.ok) . 
and Eva Air(020 -7380 8300; 
evaair.corn). 

I Stayingthere
I Raffles Singapore,1Beach 

wilderness of wester n 
Ma laysia, an ti across the 
causeway once again to Sin­
gapore: not so much A to B 
as A to A on the E&O. 

Afte r 1returned home, 1 
happ ened to hear Paul Th er ­
oux on tho radlo, "Luxurv'rhc 
said, "is the enemy ofobser­
vati on ." Perhaps the E&O 
journey would not suit his 
purposes, For the rest of us, 

Road,Singapore(00 65 
63371886; raffles.com). 
The OrientalBangkok, 
48 OrientalAvenue, 
Bangkok. Thailand(00 66 2 
659 9000; mandarinoriental. 
com/bangkok). 

More information 
SingaporeTourism:020-7484 
2710;visitsmgepore.com 
TourismMalaysia:020 -7930 
7932; tounsrngovrny. 
TOUrist Authority ofThailand: 
08709002007; 
tourismthailand.co.uk. 

however, arme d not with 
notebooks but with suitcas­
es weighed down by eagerly 
anticipated reading - the Far 
East fictionof Maugham and 
Burgess,AlecWaugh's "biog­
raphy" of Bangkok. •JG Far ­
rell'sTheSingopore Grip, say 
- it is a fulfilling, inspiring, 
sepia-tingedvoyage, The E&O 
capt ures a different, more 
gracious, age ofthe train. 
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Drink in the style: Raffles is a Singapore institution 

'Raffles," said the Chinese 
limousine driver on the 'Nay 
from Changiairport "So 
expensive:' It is indeed. But 
the property named after 
Sir Stamford Raffles, 
founder of the city-state, is 
more than just a hotel; it is 
an official national monu­
ment. Over its 122 years, 
guests have included Char' 
lie Chapli n, Ava Gardner, 
Robert kennedy, Winston 
Churchill and the Queen 
(though not all at once). 

"Feed at Raffles." advised 
Rudyard Kipling, an unlikely 
source of culinary wisdom, 
perhaps, but whose iniu nc­
lion stillstands today. 
There are 18 bars and 
restaurants from which to 
choose, ranging from Ah 
Ieng's bakery, where a 
Simple breakfast of juice, 
coffee and a muffin costs 
S$75 0 (£5.35), to the Raf­
fles Grill - smart dress only 
- where carpaccio of 
sca llop and truff le-adorned 
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wagyu beef place a rather 
greater strain on the wallet. 

The pool is a li ttle small, 
the gym rather cramped. 
I'Jo matter. Raffles has 
something that no new 
five-star hotel, however 
high end, can offer:charac­
ter.The high-ceil inged 
suites with polished wood 
fl oors, rugs and original 
etchings look back to old 
Singapore.So too do the 
colonnades, court yards and 
gardens, the imposing tim­
ber sta ircases in the lobby 
and the giant Sikh doorman 
in full turbanned regalia. 

It's a history inwhich 
Singaporeans can take 
uncomplicated pride, a 
the inscription under the 
riverside statue of Sir 
Stamford suggests: "With 
genius and perception [he] 
changed the dest inyof 
Singapore from an obscure 
fishing village to a great 
seaport and modern 

I metropolis:' 

Ili:<llli i' . jOl1ll H'V:- 1.\ .ur. rHId.
 

ri\ . ·( elllf l 11 111. Inl ·llIdil1(.!
 

,'X( Ill",,",' " Xl 11r.-IIl/l' " rlf I
 
l"\l'n\:: ou mauv lours
 




