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As more of us are drawl) to 
take to the waterways of Europe 
and beyond, MARJORIE YUE 
selects her choices of tbe new 
neet of river cruises that 
will float your boat. 

ewcomers to river 
cruising could con­
sider Peter Deilmaml 
Cruises, which has 
launched its Inclusive 
Cruises itineraries 

with nervous first-timers in mind. 
'Train travel from London St Pan­
cras to departure ports on the 
Seine, Hhone and Saone or 

Apick ofthis 
year's cruises, 
whetheryou're 
a newcomer, 
orfarmore 
adventurous 

from a world-renowned sommelier 
are on the menu of VI"B's Gastl'o­
nomic Extravaganza cruise. Ii'rom 
·Strasbourg, the MS Leonard de 
Vinci wiII glide along the Rhine to 
the first overnight stop at Rhinau. 
Breisach, the gateway to the Black 
Forest, is next where passengers 
will disembark to sample the vin­
tages of a local wine cellar. There 
will be a special dinner with top 
chef Marc Haeberlin in charge in 
the galley as the ship slips its moot'­
ing for Mar'ckolsheim and the 
homeward stretch. 
• The three-night cruise departs 

October 17 and costs from 
£739pp including rail travel Rhine routes, along with trans­
from London St. Pancrasfers to your ship, are included 
or Ebbsjl,eet (via Paris) to 

gentle maiden voyage could 
in the price, from £1,645pp. A 

Strasbourg, breakfast, two 
lunches and the three gounnet 

cruise on the MV Cezanne, 
be the seven-night Seine 

dinners. ww.vjbholidays.co.uk, 
01452716833.starting from Paris and taking 

in Les Andelys, Caudebec-en­
Cux, Rouen and Vernon from Be one of the privileged few to 
where you can visit Monet's visit the tomb of Queen Nefer­
gardens at Giverny. tari in Luxor (normally closed 

to the public) on a luxuri.ous • Departing on August 15, the 
journey along the Nile. The 

entertainment on board and 
price includes all meals and 

cruise is one of a series result­
ing from the collaboration ofa tour ofyour choice each day 
escorted toms specialist Titan ashore. www.deilmann.co.uk. 
li'avel with the National Geo­
graphic Society A private din­

There's more than one oppor­

02074362931. 

ner in Luxor's Old Winter 
tunity for some fine wine­ Palace Hotel, a short flight to 
tasting on a cruise along the Lake Nasser to see the temples 
Douro, the river traditionally of Abu Simbel and visits to 
used to transport the region's the temples at Dandara, Kom 
wine from Portugal's interior ambo and Esna are among the 
to OpOl10. Winding past steeply other highlights. 
terraced vineyards, white­ • TIle eight-day cruise costs 
washed estates, tiny villages from £l,648pp and includes 

Gatwickjlights on October 26and citrus and almond groves, 
and November 23, seventhis picturesque jOlu'ney has 
night.~ Or! board the five-starproved so popular that Archers 
MIS RAIl, all entrallcefees Direct has introduced a new 
and ntan's VIP homeexpanded itinerary this year. 
departure service. In addition to the seven-night 
www.ngjoumcys.co.uk,cruise on the Douro Cruiser, 

there will be three nights in I.isbon 
to explore at a leisurely pace. The 
cruise starts from Oporto and bas 
other stops in Regua, Pinhao, 
Salamanca and Figueira de 
Castelo Rodrigo. 
• Prices for the ll-day trip are 
from £1,465pp with UKjlights and 
transfers to the ship. 
www.archersdirect.co.lIk, 
08714238638. 

Having successfully tested 

TOMB WITH A VIEW: Sneak a 
peek at Queen Nefertari In Luxor 

noisseurs will have the chance to 
taste the 33 grands crus of Bur­
gundy, such as Montrachet and 
Romance Conti. Vineyard stops 
include the Drouhin-Larozc estate 
at Chalon sur Saone, Clos des 
Mouches in Beaune, and the 
domaine Ponsot. 

• Departing July 19, the six­
night cruise costs £3,90Opp 

the waters last year with including all meals and For more
its Grand Cru Cruise, an beverages on board 
exclusive tour of four ideas on and all tastings and 
Burgundy vinoY<lI'ds, cruising inland tours, www.orient­
Orient Express is to express.com, 0845

waterways visit run this trophy trip 077 2222. 
once a year. Joining www.travelmail. 
The Napoleon barge A gala dinner andco.uk/cruiseat Macon, wine con- wine masterclass 

0800 9885174. 

It's not only the scenery of the 
Danube that sings out on Saga's 
cruise to Vienna and the glorious 
Wachau Valley - a classical music 
concert in the Austrian capital is a 
highlight on this new cruise on the 
Amadeus Rhapsody. It starts at the 
quaint wine town of Durnstein and 
takes in Emmersdorf, home to the 
ornate abbey of Melk: Linz, where 
you can explore the musical city of 
Salzbmg; Regensberg, for a stroll 
to the renovmed Golden Tower; and 
Reidenburg to visit Weltenburg 
Abbey, founded in 620 and with a 
brewery in production since 1050. 
• The five-night cruise, exclusive 
to over-50s specialist Saga, 
combined with two nights in 
Vienna, costs from £949 (no single 

supplement) for departures on June 5 
and 13 and September 30, including 
Heathrow jlights. www.saga.co.uk., 
0800 056 5880. 

The MV Serenade I has all the trappings 
of a first-class hotel, from flatscreen 
satellite TV, phone and fridge to sepa­
rate shower and bath in the en suites. If 
you want great views, all the cabins on 
the upper two decks have sliding French 
windows. The rivel' cruiser is your float­
ing home for Page & Moy's new journey 
from Cologne to Amsterdam. Rolling 
past vineyards, castles and idyllic towns 
along the mighty Rhine, highlights 
include wine-tasting at Rudesheim, 
the 1,OOO-year-old hilltop Reichsburg 
Castle, the riverside resort of Konigs­
winter, the vibrant town of Dusseldorf 
and the charms of Amsterdam. 
• Prices start at f'1,119pp for the eight-

night full-board cruise, and either 
Heathrow flights or Eurostar from 
London SI Pancras, departing 
September 15. www.pageandmoy.com. 
0800 043 0234. 

You have a chance to soak up Scotland's 
majestic scenery from the viewing 
decks and teak-clad promenade of tIle 
Lord of the Glens. The ship will cruise 
to Loch Long and the Kyles of Bute, 
Tarbet on the MuJl of Kintyre, Loch 
Fyne to Lochranza on the Isle of Arran, 
Troon, I-Ielensburgh and fi.nally Loch 
Lomond before returning to Glasgow 
with visits to lnver-ary and Culzean 
Castles, a whisky distillery and Brod­
ick House. 
• The eight-day Memories OfScotland 
cruise costs from f'l,599pp departing 
May 8 and 1.5. www.shearings.com/ 
ri,vercruises, 0844 .'i5 60 444. 
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