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Saturday July 15, 2006 » “One must act In painting as in life, directly” Pabio Picasso (1881-1973)
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ON HOI.IDAY WITH PICASSO

SUMMER CULTURE SPECIAL |
Follow the trail of the world’s favourite painter in Madrid and Barcelona 12-14

Classic reading for the beach 6.7 The best arts events in Europe 15
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Kate Quill joins Picasso's birthday celebrations in Madrid, while, overleaf, Lisa Grainger follows

!Amcolourful brush with Pablo
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his footsteps in Barcelona

“ART," said Picasso, “washes
away from the soul the dust of
everyday life.” If, after a sum-

of disappointing football

traffic jams, you're in need of
dusting off, head for Madrid.
It's here, rather than Barcelona
or Malaga — cities more com-
monly associated with the
painter — that the Picasso
anniversary is being celebrated
in eamnest, with two exhibitions
of his work, known collectively
as Tradition and Avant-Garde,
This double show celebrates
two things of deep cultural sig-
nificance to the country: the
birth 125 years ago of Pablo
Ruiz y Picasso, its mercurial, re-
volutionary artist, and a home-
coming — it is 25 years since
Guernica,  Picasso’s  iconic
anti-war painting, arrived in
Spain after 40 years abroad,
This honoured the artist’s wish
that the work should go there
when democracy was restored,

them — then throwing them
up in the air like a pack of
tards,tobemembledbyhis
restless, rebellious eye,

Move on to the Reina Sofia,
and the dazzling inventiveness
Isillll;usedmﬂiﬁlrycuermm
— his response to the bombing
ﬁdawmmmﬂ—b
uge, violent, and draws
a silent, brooding crowd. Also
here are Picasso’s preparatory
drawings — dozens of jagged,
obsessive studies of weeping
women and injured horses,
hgn?mwﬂ? come out of this
§ your eyes smarting,
your soul troubled, and in need
of a drink. We ate twice out-
side on the Ritzs qndcm
prefty terrace restaurant,
the city’s most alluring attrac-
tion are its locals, packed into
myriad bars. Madrilefios en
masse are a i

But Picasso isn't the only rea-

son to come. Madrid, a city less
than half the size of Paris or
New York, has three world-
class art collections, and if you
e\rernigdanexmtus:ayl
at the Ritz, its proximity to al
of them is a worthy one. The
Prado, home to the first Picasso
show, is across the road: the
Reina Sofia, home to the
semnd,isasuoﬂgway.asisme

| a
ular public collection.

Begin at the Prado, where
about 100 paintings have been
cajoled from private collec-
tions all over the world. The

g

This city is head-over-heels
in love with life, as well as art,
and you can't witness these cele-
brations of food, drink and con-
versation and not want to join
in. Some of the best bars are
around Plaza de Santa Ana —
a Metro hop from the “big

spectac-  three” galleries,

But back to the art. Don't
forget lesser-known

show opens at the beginning  Sorolla
of Picasso

'S career, moves
through his meditative Blue
and Rose periods, the explo-
sion quubima.hl;is return to
Classicism, and his reinterpre-
tations of Old Masters,

Throughout, works by  his

portraitist, but he is most

famous for his light-filled beach

and sea scenes. Small wonder:

You can taste the salt wind and

feel the sand in your hair in
pictures.

key influences — El Greco, these

Veldzquez and Goya — are
hung alongside. This allows
you to play art critic, picking
up the threads of inspiration
with your own eyes. You can

There is only one down side
to Madrid. A weekend isn't long
enough for a city that mixes
high culture with such an
earthy zest for life. It one of the

ideas,  most civilised places I know,

Pablo in Barcelona, page 14
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