“A bottle of wine contains more philosophy than all the books in the world”

Louis Pasteur

How can I disagree with the famous Mr Louis Pasteur? My passion for exploring and tasting wines from around the world has by no means slowed up the last 2 months! Wine is social, and it is always a pleasure to raise a glass among old friends or new acquaintances, affirmed by my recent travels to London where I was lucky enough to make some special friendships with some fine British folks, quickly forgetting our recent losses to their superior Rugby team (knowing France was superior on wine of course). My palate continues to enjoy the journey of wine tasting, and it has not been let down with some recent findings I would love to share with you.
Hungary will be our first stop. This country is producing some exceptional Tokaji, but not always sweet. I was so happy to find a bottle of Tokaji Dry Furmint Mandols 2004 from Oremus. This winery was founded in 1992 by the prestigious Bodega Vegas Y Sicilia from Spain.  This wine is very mineral, some citrus flavor on the palate.
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Speaking of the Bodega Vega Y Scilia, our second stop will be Spain. My personal life is often influenced by Spanish mentality and I plan to start a Spanish language course to be better able to tour wine regions of Priorat or Ribera Del Duero. For the moment I am learning Spanish through the wine, which often bolsters my confidence in the language! Our second wine will be Albarino Pazo Barrantes, this is a very refreshing wine, perfect for a cocktail before dinner or a lunch by the beach. This is not a complicated wine, very easy to drink, with direct flavor on the palate like peach or apricot.
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Eastern Europe, Western Europe, we are missing my country: France. I had, about two weeks ago, the honor to have a dinner in the wine cellar with Juliette Becot from château Beausejour Becot (Bordeaux).  She made sure that I tasted the Château La Gomerie and it was for me the surprise of the night. I only had eyes for this 100% merlot from St Emilion. Chocolate, roasted coffee, blackberries… it was an explosion of flavors in my mouth.
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Europe is producing some exceptional wine but as you may know for wine I am more an American wine fan, so allow me to introduce or refresh your mind with a Napa wine: Paul Hobbs Beckstoffer to Kallon vineyard. No need to introduce Paul Hobbs one of the greatest wine producers, famous for his single vineyard wines. The Beckstoffer to Kalon vineyard is located in Oakville Napa Valley, this is an historic and prestigious vineyard. The Paul Hobbs wine is a tete de cuvee, 100% cabernet sauvignon and I have to admit very difficult to get. If you have an opportunity to taste this so powerful and complex wine you will surely be in heaven. I was lucky enough to be able to have the same night a bottle of 2001 and 2004….. it was such a treat!
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In closing, we will visit Argentina with a discovery I made about 6 months ago. We were speaking about Paul Hobbs in the USA previously, but perhaps you did not know he was also producing wine in Argentina: Vina Cobos. He and his partners are making such incredible Malbec. One of my friend offer me a bottle of El Felino about a year ago and I opened it recently. The first thing I noticed about this wine was the spices on the palate after my first glass. It was so impressive, so intense, rustic aromas focus on black plums. More you wait better the wine is.

I always say to enjoy a good dinner you need: good food, good company and of course good wine. Now you have my recommendation you only need to find the two other elements…

Cheers to all.
